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[bookmark: _Hlk8474852]Chopin, K. (1894). Story of an Hour.
Chopin’s book the ‘Story of an Hour’ is a brief story that revolves around love, marriage and female independence that comes as a result of the presumable death of Louise Mallard husband. Chopin vividly explains Mrs. Mallard mixed emotions of grief of about her husband’s death and the ecstasy at the anticipation of freedom in the rest of her life. The thought of freedom finally overweighs grief. The story, however, takes a twisted unexpected turn. It did not have a happy ending like most of the short stories. 
The story has a tragic end due to the revelation that Mr. Mallard did not die after all. Louise’s vision of freedom and a new life is shattered leading to her unexpected death. Louise is portrayed as a strong character who views the freedom from the bondage of personal relationships like marriage as a better choice than the loss of a person close to her. Flannery O’Connor in his book “Wise Blood” says that “Free will does not mean one will but may wills conflicting in one man. Freedom cannot be conceived simply”. Widows in the early centuries had control of their lives and gained more legal recognition since they were no longer bound to their husband’s power and status. 
Chopin, K. (1969). The Storm.
‘The Storm’ by Chopin is a sexually explicit short story that talks about love and lust. The story expounds on two storms that come and pass. The storm Bobinot and Bibi face on their way home and the one that involves Calixta and Alcee at Calixta’s home as she invites Alcee in. In the first storm, Bobinot and Bibi are stuck in the store and it frantically worries Calixta. Calixta’s worry builds the second storm as Alcee tries to comfort her. Calixta betrays his husband who she has been married to for five years although she wanted to be free and be with another man, she chooses not to break her marriage. Calixta committed adultery and her husband and son had no idea about it. They are both worried when they arrive home because they thought she would be upset. But she was instead satisfied with their safe return home. She cooked dinner and they all had a great time laughing at the table not knowing what a thing Calixta betrayal. Chopin builds the second storm to put across a point that sometimes women have relationships purely for sexual satisfaction. The author suggests that their affair was intense but it was also potentially destructive because if Bobinot had arrived during the storm, then their marriage would have been ruined. When the storm finally passes, Alcee leaves smiling and Calixta is happy that her husband and son are fine, everyone is happy. 
The Story of an hour
Chopin’s “Story of an hour” presents the characters in a brilliant manner. Her ability to build a character's personality in a few pages is impressive. She transforms the story into a series of events that start with Louise losing her husband and advances to show us how she has mixed emotions about the matter. The first relationship we see is that of a woman and the society in that era in time. A woman was always expected to stay married and was not allowed to express her feelings, this was also expressed by Charlotte Perkins Gilman in her story “The Yellow Wall-paper. There is, however, minimal interactions between the characters and much action is in Louise’s imagination. Mrs. Louise Mallard is presented as an unhappy and timid woman who is bonded in marriage which she endures. She is cast as a fragile woman with a weak heart and Mr. Mallard’s friend, Richard and Louise’s sister, Josephine break the news Mr. Mallard’s death to his wife gently. She weeps in her sister’s arms and retreats to her room. Death relationship with human beings is well displayed and the grief that comes with it, similarly Margaret Atwood demonstrates this relationship in her story “ Murder in The Dark”.  For a moment, she gets great relieved when she is told about her husband's death. She experiences a brief moment of joy and liberation from the stressful marriage she was in and hopes for a longer life of freedom and happiness. In the story, the quote "There would be no powerful will be bending hers" portrays the husband as dominating and oppressive and the wife is submissive. Normally, death should not bring joy. In her imagination, she feels that something is coming to her and she is waiting for it fearfully. This showed the change that was coming to her life. She realizes a new outlook on life. With the presumed death of her husband, Louise moved from being a submissive wife to the feeling of independence. She was fully confident and overjoyed that her life will turn for the better and she hoped for better days. 
Mrs. Mallard’s oppressed marriage is a secret that she keeps to herself. She is not honest and open with her sister who is concerned about her. She is told about her husband’s death in a gentle way because they think she is so in love with him the news would infuriate her poor hear condition and lead to death. Little did they know she did not love him and she took the news positively and welcomed a new life free from her husband. She storms into her room and all her senses come to life. She felt the beauty of nature and her eyes could reach the vastness of the sky. The joy is however cut short by the realization that her husband was actually alive. The shock of unexpectedly seeing her husband alive kills her and the doctor proclaim that she died because she was overjoyed to see her husband alive. Her freedom was short lived as Junot Diaz quotes in his book “This is how you lose her” that “And that is when I know it is over. As soon as you start thinking about the beginning, it is the end”.   
The main character in this story, Mrs. Mallard progresses consistently throughout the story. Her husband’s death gives her an opportunity to view life differently and she comes to terms with his death with excitement and not grief. She becomes happier throughout Chopin’s “Story of the Hour” before her untimely death. Her lack of courage and a strong will to face her repressed marriage life head-on made her look at life and death differently. She would have been happier and lived her life fully with her husband by her side. 
The Storm
‘The storm’ by Kate Chopin is a story that illustrates the different phases in the storm and the interactions between each character at each phase. The main character Calixta is portrayed as a beautiful woman who is a proud housekeeper and works hard to take care of her home. She is both a mother and a wife seem to be unhappy in her marriage leading to her committing adultery. She fulfills her sexual desires with a man who is not her husband and does not feel guilty about it.  Calixta’s behavior of having an affair may be termed as selfish. As this is how the society viewed sex and women, a relationship that is also portrayed by Junot Diaz in his story “Miss Lora”.  As the physical aspects of the storm become intense and violent and so does the tension between the characters. As the storm begins, Bibi (the son) and Bobinot (the father and husband) are worried about Calixta (the female head of the household) and Calixta, who is at home, on the other hand, is also worried about them. 
The storm comes with Alcee on a horse and Calixta invites him in to stay until the storm passes. From the story, then animals also sheltered from the storm leading to the belief that the change in the weather is instinctual and the animals will behave instinctually. The rains pour heavily threatening to break the entrance and the rains blur the view of far-off landscapes leaving the two alone in the world of inclement weather. Alcee showing up at Calixta’s house when the storm begins causes a little confusion. He was either kind enough to be there to make sure his old friend was fine during the storm or he had another interior motive because Calixta was his ex-girlfriend. He although tries to maintain a good behavior.  Calixta who is standing by the window, trying to avoid the awkwardness in the room, is joined by Alcee. Alcee grabs her and begins to kiss her; she gives in to her desires. Calixta forgets about her value of marriage and the forbidden desires. It clearly and evidently shows her lack of satisfaction with Bobinot. She shows no regret even when Alcee leaves. Flannery O’Connor, a catholic novelist believes that you destroy your freedom by sin.
As the storm gets violent, it makes Bobinot think of his wife and the sanctity of marriage and he buys a can of the shrimp that gives her a sense of security when the conditions are tough. This shows a strong relationship and care between the three characters. Calixta falls right back into the role of a mother and a wife as soon as her husband and son get home. She greets them with excitement. She looks concerned as she asks them questions and welcoming them with overbearing kisses. Both Bobinot and Bibi were worried that Calixta will be upset because they were late but when they arrived, she looked happy and satisfied. It is evident that her husband loves and cares about her but her feelings and passions seemed untouched by Bobinot. She has no cause to disrupt her family and leave the marriage and she does not make that purely selfish decision.
Conclusion
In Chopin’s “The Story of the Hour” and “The Storm”, two women who have similar characteristics are presented in the two stories. The theme of both stories is forced marriage and hidden desires. They are both married but in different situations. Their marriages are characterized by a life of a forced marriage. The women chose to be in those marriages despite their hidden desire for freedom. They are both stuck with their husbands. There is no true love in these marriages but these women still choose to stay because they do want to break them out of pure selfishness. Both women are unhappy and stuck in marriage because they are afraid to stand up for themselves and speak up. If they had, maybe the story would have been different. They would have the freedom they both dreamed of.  As the famous writer William Faulkner says “Never be afraid to raise your voice for honesty and truth and compassion against injustice, lying and greed. If people all over the world would do this, it would change the world”. The women should have been honest with their spouses and maybe the stories would not have taken the unexpected twisted turn of events. 
[bookmark: _Hlk8447147]In the “Story of the Hour”, the wife is happy about her husband’s presumed death because she hoped for freedom and prayed for longer days and when she realizes her husband is alive, the shock kills her. "The Storm" on the other hand talks about the woman betrays his husband whom she has been married to for five years and they had a son together, although she wanted to be free and be with another man. Both women enjoy their freedom for a short while. One enjoys the freedom to be with another man while the other enjoys to be alone and have the coming life all to herself.
[bookmark: _Hlk8447263]Both stories have an aspect of dramatic irony when the two women had enjoyed the freedom and their spouses did not find out about it. In “The storm”, Calixta committed adultery and her husband and son had no idea about it. They are both worried when they arrive home because they thought she would be upset. But that was not the case, she was instead satisfied with their safe return home. They had a great time laughing at the table not knowing what Calixta had done. In “The Story of the Hour”, Louise is happy and enjoying the news of the apparent death of her husband in an accident. She is happy dreaming about the coming years of freedom and prays for longer days. But she in the end dies and no one knows that she died because of the shock her husband was alive and her dream of being free had been shattered. 
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